292                     ERNEST   RENAN                   CHAP.
of the religious life of the nation as the Temple of Melkarth was at Tyre.    Judaism, as we are' accustomed to think of it, was fairly founded, and the influence of Josiah extended over most of the territory which had belonged to Israel. In  that   territory  the  great  majority  of   the inhabitants were the descendants of those who lived there at the fall of Samaria.    The transplantation of the ten tribes, with all the fancies that   have   been   founded   on   it,   is  a  mere dream.     Only the upper class was carried off, and the colonists brought into the country were gradually  merged  to  a  great   extent   in   the old Israelitish population.    The religious ideas which had thus triumphed were crystallised in the Book of the Law supposed to have been found in the Temple and attributed to Moses. We do not know who actually held the pen ; but if it was not Jeremiah himself, it was some one acting in the closest concert with him.    The book consisted of the portion of Deuteronomy extending from the fifth verse of the  fourth chapter to the end of chapter xxviii.    Judged by its time, the time usually connected with the mythical Draco in Greece, say 622 B.C., it was a very remarkable and advanced production, the programme of a sort of theocratic socialism and containing a great deal that was good.